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An independent society dedicated to the study and preservation of Foden products from 1856 to 2006.
Edwin Foden was born on 5th August 1841 in the village of Smallwood near Sandbach, Cheshire. The son of a shoemaker he was apprenticed to the agricultural engineering firm of Plant and Hancock in 1856.
Ten years later through diligence and hard work he was made a partner. Although Plant and Hancock manufactured steam engines, due to the restrictive legislation of the time these were only portables. By the time Edwin Foden had assumed control of what was now Hancock and Foden he was already thinking about self-propelled steam engines and during the 1880's began manufacturing agricultural traction engines.
In 1887 Edwin Foden Sons & Co. Ltd was formed and development work commenced on Edwin's idea of a superior steam wagon and by the 1901 war office trials, a design had been produced which was to set the standard for steam wagons for the next 25 years. Edwin Foden died on 31st August 1911, being succeeded by his sons William and E.R.
By the late 1920's it was becoming obvious that however excellent the product, steam was giving way to the internal combustion engine. This was a difficult time for Fodens which resulted in E.R. Foden leaving to establish a rival commercial vehicle manufacturer E.R.F. Despite all this the first Foden diesel was produced in 1931 using a Gardner 5L2 engine. This vehicle which has covered well over a million miles, is now in the Science Museum collection at Wroughton.
Production now turned almost exclusively to diesel vehicles but the company was still struggling until, in 1935, William Foden returned from Australia where he had emigrated some years earlier. His presence stimulated new confidence and he produced the DG range which was to transform the company's fortunes. DG production continued throughout the Second World War and was built alongside Crusader & Centaur tanks and 20mm shells. After the war the company seemed to expand on many different fronts. The development of the FG range, the two-stroke diesel and the expansion into export markets, primarily South Africa and Australasia. 
By 1954 what proved to be a very rugged and successful design of dump truck was produced and the two-stroke engine was becoming a very desirable option for marine applications. In 1958 the first glass reinforced plastic cabs were made enabling Fodens to produce the first British tilt cab in 1962. It is difficult to list the vast number of diverse designs which Fodens produced in the fifties and sixties - single and double deck buses, including the first rear engine bus in 1950, mobile crane chassis’, heavy haulage tractors, timber tractors and the innovative twin-load' concept.
In the 1970's new models appeared for the general haulage market and a large contract was secured with the M.O.D. Unfortunately, by the end of the decade the company found itself in receivership and was acquired by Paccar, an American truck manufacture. By 1986, Foden employed a workforce of 450, as compared to around 3,000 at the high point.
After the takeover of Leyland Trucks by Paccar in 1998, independent Foden production ceased, and was replaced by models of DAF Trucks rebadged as Fodens.
The last Foden was produced in July 2006, putting an end to 150 years of Foden truck manufacturing. The final vehicle to roll off the production line at the factory in Leyland was an 8x4 rigid, which was delivered to the nearby British Commercial Vehicle Museum.

The Aims of the Foden Society:
1. To promote the Foden marque and to increase public awareness of the history and quality of Foden products.
2. To act as a register of preserved Foden vehicles.
3. To locate, register and inform members of the presence of spare parts for Foden vehicles.
4. To organise a gathering of Foden vehicles at least once per year.
Membership Fees: 1st January to 31st December
UK			£20 per annum		£15 after 1st July
Overseas		£27 per annum		£20 after 1st July
To join via PayPal see our website: www.thefodensociety.org.uk
Please send cheques made payable to The Foden Society to:
Craig Berriff (Membership Secretary) 58b Main Street, Rosliston, Swadlincote DE12 8JW membership@thefodensociety.org.uk      07894 891390
Member Details
Name		Mr/Mrs/Miss
Address
Postcode					
Contact Phone
Email
Your Interest in Fodens (please tick all that apply):
Vehicle Restorer	Ex Foden Employee	Drivers/Mechanic		Lorry Enthusiast		
Foden Operator	Other (please specify)
Details of any Fodens owned or currently operated:
Configuration					Model/Type
Reg No					Year
Body Type					Chassis No
Engine Type					Further Information:



Data Privacy Statement: Your information will be held securely on paper and the membership computer system. It will be used for the purpose of running The Society in support of our objectives, and we may contact you by electronic Communication methods, or post. You will receive the Foden Society News periodically which may have adverts in its pages and you will have access to The Foden Society website and Facebook page. Your information will not be transferred to any other organisation for marketing purposes, and will only be stored on as long as legally necessary and then deleted from the system. 
I confirm I agree to the above data privacy statement (Tick) 
Signed							Date
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